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Abstract 
Mezőkövesd is a famous town in the Northern Hungarian Region of Hungary. The district of Mezőkövesd is located 

in the South-Western part of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén county in Hungary. The centre of the district is Mezőkövesd, 

which is located where the Bükk-mountain, the Great Plains and the Northern Central Mountains meet. It is the 

economic, commercial, cultural and tourist center of the region, as well as a major transportation hub. Nowadays 

the population of the town is declining, but the tourism is booming. That is why we have chosen this topic. The 

Matyó culture and folk costumes are closely tied together with the town and its area. Mezőkövesd, as the centre of 

Matyóföld, is extremely rich in folk art, folk tradition. Matyóföld is also the birthplace of the world-famous Matyó 

embroidery, which also won Hungarikum title. The Zsóry Bath is a well-known, famous and popular attraction in 

the area. Despite the fact, that it is domestically and internationally famous, the bath cannot generate as much 

economic development in the settlement and its area as it could potentially do, based on its popularity. The main 

reason why we have chosen Mezőkövesd (and Matyóföld region) our regional research is the following: the county 

is located in one of poorest part of Hungary, however, the chosen town is undoubtedly one of the main centres in 

this county – the second one after Miskolc. The potential of tourism is growing, and it is changing the economic 

structure. As part of a large-scale questionnaire survey in the end of 2016, more than 650 people were surveyed 

in the town. In addition to the economic dimension of the questionnaire, it contained a number of social, touristic 

and sport-related issues as well; but the main profile of our research remains the economy of Mezőkövesd and 

analysis of development opportunities. The main objective of this paper is to analyze the social and economic 

conditions of Mezőkövesd. 
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1 Introduction 
When examining the Matyó landscape, the first thing to do is the conceptual and territorial 

delimitation of the Mezőkövesd, Matyóföld and Matyó folk art, which concepts are strongly 

tied together. Mezőkövesd, as the central town has been the centre of the region for centuries. 

From 1996 to 2013, it became the centre of the micro-region, and from 2013 it has been the 

centre of the district. The town largely determines the economy, social development, civil 

society and everyday life of its entire surrounding area. In our present study, we examine the 

effect of Mezőkövesd's economy on Matyóföld, i.e. the settlements of Mezőkövesd district. 

Taking into consideration the scope limits, we focus mainly on the economy and the economic 

relations of the settlements of Mezőkövesd and the settlements of the region, and we also take 

some factors into consideration which basically determine the current state of the region's 

economy. 
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2 General spatial economic characteristics of Matyóföld 
As mentioned above, tbe research area, the Mezőkövesd district lies in the Northern Hungary 

regions, in the Soutnerh-Western corner of Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén county (Figure 1.).  

 
Figure 1: Location of Mezőkövesd district in Hungary

 
Source: www.wikipedia.org, 2017. 

 

The district comprises 23 settlements, and its central settlement is Mezőkövesd. Besids 

Mezokovesd, the only other town is Mezőkeresztes, while Szentistván is a large village and the 

other other 20 settlements are smaller villages. The total area of the district is 72.368 km2. Based 

on the latest data available in 2016, the total population is 41,087 (01/01/01). It can be said that 

the population of the district has changed considerably over the last two centuries, since it had 

the largest population in the 1940s when the population exceeded 60,000 (Káposzta et al., 

2010). Since then, there has been a continuous decline, and it has to be noted that in the 1960s 

a population decline was more than 1% per year. The average population density of the town is 

56.77 persons/km2, and the population of the district is approximately twenty thousand. (KSH 

Place Namebook repository, 2016.) There is a natural decrease in the district, since the 

population has been decreasing by around -8.78 and -5.98 thousandths / year in the past 10 

years, which significantly exceeds the national and regional average. Emigration in the area is 

more significant than immigration. The balance of migration shows negative values except for 

2013. The worst value was produced in 2014, with -6.99 per thousand inhabitants. In our 

opinion, the economic activity / current economic and social situation of a settlement can be 

supported by a number of factors, including the number of active non-governmental 

organizations working in the examined settlement (Taylor, 2002; Davoudi, 2003; Kassai-Ritter, 

2011). The Mezőkövesd district has a large number of civil organizations (8.5 per 1000 

inhabitants), but this is far below the national average (13) or the regional one (11.5). 

Considering the infrastructural features of the region, Matyóföld can be easily reached by road 

and rail. The Budapest-Miskolc railway line, the main road no. 3 and the M3 motorway pass 

through it. The area is typically small, only 2 villages, Mezőkeresztes and Szentistván have 

more than 2000 inhabitants. The Roma minority lives in a significant proportion in the six 

settlements of the small region (Bogács, Mezőkövesd, Mezőkeresztes Szomolya, Sály, 

Szentistván). (http://www.mezokovesd.hu). Figure 2 shows the population distribution of 

settlements in the district of Mezőkövesd on the basis of the latest available data from the 
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beginning of 2016. Among the settlements, Mezőkeresztes, Szentistván and Bogács have 

extraordinary numbers, but none of the settlements has a population of more than 4000. 

 
Figure 2: The population numbers of the settlements, without the town of Mezőkövesd, in the 

Mezőkövesd district (01. 01. 2016.) 

 
Source: Own editing based on the KSH Place Namebook Repository, 2016. 

 

The natural conditions of the district of Mezőkövesd are varied. The northern settlements of the 

region are located in the valleys of Bükkalja, the central part of the region lies on a fairground 

that represents the meeting area of the mountains and plains, while the southern area forms part 

of the Borsodi Mező belonging to the Great Plain. The natural conditions are favorable as the 

soils are generally of good quality, and the thermal water and the lignite stocks are of national 

significance. In the northern part of the area, the Bükk Mountains have large forests. A part of 

the area belongs to the Bükk National Park, and another part belongs to the Borsod Mezőség 

Landscape Protection Area. (http://mezokovesdiregio.hu). The main attractions of the 

settlements in Bükalja are the picturesque mountainous environment, clean air, former 

industrial traditions (stone carving, coal and lime burning) and the cave dwellings typical for 

the area. Rural tourism is present in Bogács, Bükkzsérce, Cserépfalub, Kács, and Szomolya. 

Tourism development directions in the Bükkama settlements include thermal tourism, village 

tourism, wine tourism, hiking tourism and horse tourism. Mezőkövesd is a link between the 

Mátra-Bükk holiday resort and the Tisza-lake resort of the Great Plain. The main attractions of 

the town are the Zsóry Spa and Beach Bath and the Matyó folk culture. The economy of the 

Mezőkövesd region is determined by arable crops with tradition in the flat areas of the Great 

Plain. Among the cereals, the cultivation of winter wheat and sunflower dominates. The 

cultivation of winter wheat and barley seed is also significant. In addition to grain production, 
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viticulture and winery play a decisive role. The fruits of the Bükkalja Mountains are also 

significant (peaches, apricots, apples, cherries). 

 

The town of Mezőkövesd 

In the next section, we would like to introduce the center of Matyó-land, Mezőkövesd, as the 

economic power of the region in the nutshell. According to centrum-periphery models, the 

economic engine of the region is the town or settlement located in the center of the gravity zone. 

The geographical location of Mezőkövesd, the proximity of the motorway and the railway line 

provides an excellent opportunity for job-creating investments and for establishing business. In 

addition to the industrial zone in the south-western part of the town, Mezőkövesd has several 

locations to find businesses that offer employment opportunities for local people and 

neighborhoods as well. Most employees are employed by automotive parts companies 

(http://www.mezokovesd.hu). Mezokövesd has long been an industrialized area, even despite 

the decline of the industry, larger companies in Mezőkövesd could survive. Since then, the 

sector has retained its leading position in employment. Over the past few years companies have 

settled down in Mezőkövesd, due to the existing skilled workforce. The coal mining near 

Bükkábrány plays an important role in the employment of the region, where large amounts of 

lignite mining are also present (http://www.mezokovesd.hu). 

 

3 Material and method 
Our research is based on the annual data collected by the Central Statistical Office, which was 

provided to us by the TeIR database. During the research we used the method of document 

analysis in the first place. In the present study, the most important spatial characteristics of the 

district of Mezőkövesd are presented on the basis of statistical data, and we draw conclusions 

and made suggestions based on the data of a questionnaire survey conducted in 2016 (a total of 

663 questionnaires received). In April and May of 2016, 663 questionnaire surveys on paper 

were completed. The research was implemented on workdays throughout the day (from 

morning to evening), ensuring to get the widest possible population access. The main objective 

of our research is to analyze the social and economic conditions of Mezőkövesd. In the survey 

we put great emphasis on the distribution of the respondents within the settlement and the 

proportion of the respondents according to the age group and demographic structure. The 24 

complex questions, often with multi-subdivisions covered six main themes, one of which 

focused on economic activities and their effectiveness. The questionnaires were processed 

using mathematical, statistical methods and excel program. 

 

Research results 

In general, the development course of Mezőkövesd has been steady in recent years, and the 

reason for this, in our opinion, is that investments in economic development have transformed 

the town's future potential significantly in the long term. As already mentioned above, the 

concentration of the number and economic strength of economic actors has strengthened and 

strengthens the economic role of Mezőkövesd today. In addition to the administrative role of 

the settlement, the town is also an economic and industrial center of the area, as well as of 

tourism, which plays an important role in the town's life. Since the mid-2000s, significant 

capital inflows have contributed to the local economy, the registered capital per inhabitant per 

capita significantly exceeds the district average, and in fact that is the point when we can see 

how the town's position is different from district’s. At the same time, in terms of capital 

strength, the town's economy is lagging behind both the national average and the district centers 

of the county (especially from Miskolc). If development can remain similar in the next few 

years, it can further improve its position in relation to the district centers. Figure 3 shows the 

total net income per capita, in which we can find a positive trend. By 2014, the net income per 
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capita exceeds the regional and county averages, so we can conclude that the region shows a 

larger scale of economic development than the NUTS territorial levels directly above it. 

 
Figure 3: Net income per capita (HUF) 

 
Source: Own editing based on the TeIR database, 2017. 

 

Considering the economic sectors of the settlement, it can be stated that industrial production, 

agriculture, trade and service, as well as tourism, are present in the life of the settlement. At the 

beginning of the 1990s, machine and component manufacturing in North Hungary was revived, 

and in Mezőkövesd, based on the previous machine-building culture, metal processing and car 

parts were strengthened. The local businesses are mainly related to the established foreign 

companies, of which Kovács Kft. and Modine Hungária Géptechnikai Kft. serve as flagships 

for the economy of Mezőkövesd. The weight of industrial production in the town's economic 

life is well exemplified by the fact that the most significant part of the 10 largest business 

taxpayers can be found in the industrial sector for the past few years (ITS Situation Assessment, 

Mezőkövesd, 2017). In terms of agricultural activity, the economy of Mezőkövesd district is 

determined by arable crops with a high tradition in the lowland plains. Among the cereals, the 

cultivation of winter wheat and sunflower are the most significant. The cultivation of winter 

wheat and barley seed is also significant. In addition to grain production, viticulture and winery 

play a decisive role. The size of the town's agricultural area is approximately 8000 ha, which is 

characterized on average by good production conditions. Figure 4 shows the number of 

registered enterprises in agriculture, forestry and fisheries in the national economy from 2011. 

We can see an increasing trend in the observed 4 years, which means 2185 registered 

agricultural enterprises for 2014. 
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Figure 4: The number of registered enterprises in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, from 2011

 
Source: Own editing based on the TeIR database, 2017. 

 

During the on-site visit, we found that a large number of catering units were restaurants and 

cakeshops, and their number dropped dramatically in 2006 (according to TeIR data), and the 

decline has not stopped since. Most of the catering establishments are operated by a private 

enterprise. From the second half of the 2000s, there is a significant growth in workplace dining 

places which indicate an improvement in the catering of workers - generally speaking, these 

places save time and money for employees. Beside their economic benefits, canteens at the 

workplace, if provided with good quality and healthy food, have a positive impact on the quality 

of life of the population (ITS Situation Assessment, Mezőkövesd, 2017). 

 

Tourism is one of the most important segments of the economy and the development of the 

national economy, and due to its intersectoral character it can lead to a significant source of 

income (Káposzta et al., 2013; Oláh-Tóth, 2016). Among the sights of the town, the Zsóry bath 

and the Matyó traditions are of utmost importance. Due to the bath facilities, about half a million 

visitors arrive there annually, and hopefully this number will grow, thanks to improvements 

made in recent years. The city offers a variety of attractions for visitors to explore on a 

pedestrian walkway. 

The main attractions: 

- St. László Church: The frescoes of the Mary Chapel church represent a true cultural heritage 

in addition to their ecclesiastical character. They capture the folk costumes of all ages of the 

Matyó people. 

- The monumental Baroque sculptures in the park of Saint László Square were built during 

the reign of Mary Theresa to thank God for the destruction of the plague. 

- City Gallery, which houses István Takács's painter's life exhibition. 

- Matyó Museum: A rich exhibition showcasing matyó embroidery and the everyday life of 

Matyó people. 

 

Due to the continuous activities of the active local TDM organization (Matyóföldi Tourism 

Association) present in the town, the number of guest nights spent in the settlement has been 

increasing in recent years (Figure 5). The number of guest nights spent in the district exceeds 

both the county, regional and national averages. 
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Figure 5: The number of guest nights spent per 1000 inhabitants

 
Source: Own editing based on the TeIR database, 2017. 

 

After analyzing the statistical data, we would like to say a few words based on the responses of 

the questionnaire survey related to economic activities. Question 4.1 of the questionnaire 

focused on how the respondent judges the economic development of Mezőkövesd compared to 

neighboring settlements. Figure 6 shows that respondents' answers are based on a scale of 6 (1: 

not developed, 6: highly developed) with an average of 4.53, which is good. 

 
Figure 6: The assessment of the economic development level of Mezőkövesd compared to the neighbouring 

settlements (the number of votes on the values)       N=633

 
Legend: The economic development level of Mezőkövesd 

Source: Own editing based on questionnaire survey, 2017. 
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Figure 7: Do the local enterprises create enough jobs for the locals? N=633

 
Legend: The success of workplace creation 

Source: Own editing based on questionnaire survey, 2017. 

 

Question 4.2 of the questionnaire was tailored to find out whether, on the basis of the 

respondent's opinion, the Mezőkövesd enterprises created enough jobs for local residents. 

Responses could be given on a six-point scale, which resulted in an average score of 3.63. So, 

it can be said that the respondents are moderately satisfied with the number of jobs provided by 

the town. The last question related to the economic part of the questionnaire was to find out 

whether the respondent had experienced a recovery in the economic life of the town in the last 

7 years. For this question, the average of 4.3 from 6 suggests that the respondents are satisfied 

with the economic development strategy that has taken place over the past seven years. 

 

4 Conclusion 
Both the statistical data and the questionnaire survey show that altogether Mezőkövesd is a fast 

growing town with strong economy, that could not be shield itself from the demographic and 

social problems of the country by 2017 (aging and the unemployment of the under-educated), 

but it is in a relatively good position in this area (regarding to migration and social institutions) 

and shows an improving tendency. The town has a cardinal role in the district as the center of 

the economic gravity zone. The service sector, tied closely together with the local culture and 

natural characteristics could improve the regional role of the town and the district as well. It 

can be stated that the characteristics of the town are excellent compared to settlements of similar 

magnitude and role. It is important to point out that Mezőkövesd is a town with extraordinary 

tourism potential, partly based on thermal water and partly on the cultivation of Matyó culture 

and tradition. In our opinion, the town's potential in this area is also excellent, and these pillars 

are continuously improving (Nagyné Molnár, M., 2013). The optimal utilization of the 

capabilities can be achieved by operating an appropriate management, marketing and service 

network. In Hungary there are some similar cities or towns (Ózd, Mezőkovácsháza, Szerencs, 

Kazincbarcika) which could potentially use the development policy of Mezőkövesd. 
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