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Abstract 
The most important aim of many national and inland documents to ensure adequate quality of life for people. City 

or countryside, this goal fundamentally influence with the existing natural conditions, geographical location, 

economic environment and by the people living there local society, which can be regarded as the most influential 

factors. The study describes the local communities’ answers to the local problems in the peripheral regions. 
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1 Introduction 
The Cohesion Policy of the European Union (EU) has always put special focus on improving 

the situation of lagging behind regions and settlements, and it was one of the main reasons why 

every member states put great emphasis on supporting regions with weaker natural, economic 

and human resource stock. Similarly, the regional policies of Hungary are also based on the 

different characteristics and internal resources during the strategy-creation process. (Káposzta, 

2001) It has become of key importance to seek out or support those factors which coesan be 

essential ingredients for the development of a region. (Ritter et al., 2013) Local communities 

are treated as such resources by Edel, because they are considered stable, but in the same time, 

flexible and basic resources, and they can be engines of transformation. (Edel 1992, Wilson, 

1995) 

 

Rural development has become an ever more complex, multifunctional and multilateral 

segment with region development. According to Nemes (2000), rural development should 

operate within a coherent European framework; however, it should be based on local 

characteristics and should be operated by local communities. Therefore, we cannot call the 

development model of the rural regions of the European Union simply ’rural development’; it 

is more than that, because this model is community-based integrated rural development. Within 

the characteristics of the model the following factors receive special emphasis:  

locality, giving responsibility and power to the lowest possible level of people, in other words, 

subsidiarity;involving the local communities into the planned process as much as possible; local 

identity: activating local actors, identifying and mobilising social capital, local knowledge and 

practices during the planning and implementations processes; proper knowledge about local 

resources, and their proper analysis in order to be able to integrate them into development 

activities; increasing the value of local resources through value added, which ensures the 
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stability and sustainability of the local economy. (Szörényiné 2005, Nagyné Molnár 2013, 

Bakos-Tóth 2016)  

 

The factors, internal resources may be related to the social activity, local economy, 

infrastructure, environmental endowments of a region, and also to the ability to integrate 

external material and immaterial goods. (Goda-Tóth, 2013, Nemes 2005)  

 

In the past decade many local communities have identified their region’s or settlement’s unique 

and valuable characteristics, production traditions and special skills of the local people, and 

they realised that their cultural characteristics could become advantages when competing 

against other regions. Therefore, it has become increasingly important to identify those factors, 

which can contribute to the more autonomous economic and social development of regions. 

(Káposzta et al., (2015) Némedi Kollár and her colleagues consider tourism attractions based 

on local agricultural products, drinks, food products and traditions connected by tourist paths 

great development opportunity for peripheral settlements (Némedi Kollár et al.2014). The 

cultural features of a community can also be a potential resource, for it is a shaper of personal 

and community decisions, and therefore it can form the land use patterns, the relationship with 

nature, participation in community life and local strategies; thus, it can be a very important 

factor of the local economy and social development. (G.Fekete 2010, G Fekete 2005) 

 

By the co-operation of local communities and regional actors, and their ability to think together 

can contribute to the strengthening of regional identity (Hanzel-Kassai, 2014, based on 

Káposzta 2010). 

 

2 Material and methods 
Present several topics of our research area (shopping, doctor visits habits) is part of embracing 

research, the findings of which will be presented for further studies. The first step is selected 

for the communes which are relevant in terms of the themes and the social science research 

methods that are most appropriate to answer the above questions. Questionnaire is well-known 

and accepted method during field research and other data collecting activities, since it is 

appropriate for descriptive, explanatory and exploration purposes (Babbie, 2001). We have put 

together to examine the topics suitable questionnaire. The field research proved to be 

successful, because more than 122 people responded to the questionnaires. During the survey a 

total of 120 respondents failed to ask that 99% of respondents proved to be relevant to the 

research topic. The sampling was random and non-representative, but it was a main objective 

to reach people with different sexes, ages, income levels and educational levels, to ensure 

heterogeneity. 

 

The main purpose of this paper is to illustrate the community life of the settlement called 

Egercsehi, situated in Northern-Hungary. The lagging behind nature of the village caused by 

its peripheral situation is further hindered by the fact that the local mine was closed. In the past 

decades this prospering mine and the related industrial and business activities provided safety 

and income source for not only for the locals, but for everybody who came to work and live 

here. The settlement was a prospering one, with busy cultural life and sport events up until the 

closing of the mine in 1990. The closing resulted that the other businesses left the settlement, 

just like many of the former inhabitants, and therefore, the community life suffered as well. 

These losses can still be felt economically, socially and in regard to the community. This paper 

attempted to find out more about the local community of this unique settlement, by using semi-

structured interviews and questionnaires concerning multiple topics. 
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3 Results 

The issue is not only exciting due to the peripheral situation of the settlement, but also because 

Egercsehi is consists of basically two "separate" settlements (Bányatelep and Ófalu) physically 

separated by a hill, and these two parts are several kilometres apart. A considerable part of the 

region is covered by forests, instead of farmlands, and therefore forestry is the main activity 

carried out here. On the southern side of the Mátra, grape production is very important, farming 

and shepherding are insignificant. In the 19th century, the settlement was governed by 

noblemen. Between 1920 and 1930s, the number of people working in agriculture fell 

considerably in Heves, due to the industrialization process that took place at the time. More and 

more people were giving up farming in exchange for becoming workers. It is a common 

characteristic in all lands that peasantry is fading out, society is in transformation. The peasantry 

moves away from the fruitless farm life, moves closer to proletarian life and this transformation 

cannot be seen as a real development. Their behaviour and role in the life of the nation and in 

the community was exactly as uncertain as it was in the nation and in society (Szabó, 1938). 

Before the mine started, the former part of the village functioned as a cohesive community and 

food supplier. At the beginning of the 19th century the Beniczky family settled here and built a 

castle. The profile of the settlement changed significantly with the appearance of coal. György 

Beniczky, a landowner at that time opened the mining plant, which became the largest coal 

mining in Heves County. At the same time, the mining plant became one of the most prosperous 

parts of the settlement, due to the miners’ life, culture and traditions, brought here by miners 

settled here from other parts of the country. The formation of a closed community of miners 

was partly supported by a series of regulations defining the lives and daily routines of miners 

and the rules they had to keep in their work and their lives. All major mining companies have 

established housing estates, colonies for their own workers, which were meant to be as close as 

possible to the workplace in the mines - on the other hand, to keep the masses under proper 

control. They tried to create better life for their workers than the life of the villagers at the time. 

In the case of colonies with larger numbers, it was not only necessary to provide for the 

maintenance of the workers – e.g. a grocery store, a cantina, a tavern; in the 19th century, other 

services were necessary to be provided as well, regulated by precise and well-developed laws. 

These included the health and social care system, but it was at least as much important that the 

education of young people living on settlements had to be solved. Schools often provided much 

better conditions for pupils other public schools. Of course, they had to keep the rules created 

by the state, but because of their financial situation and because the community was much more 

cohesive, education could often be of a higher standard. Also, the state gave this sector more 

support at that time, compared to agriculture. The existence of this dichotomy has also affected 

the community a great deal, who felt that while the mining plant was constantly evolving, the 

village was increasingly characterized by stagnation and lack of services. The prosperous mine 

offered work for quite a lot of people, provided income and financial prosperity, which proved 

to be very attractive over the years. This was also reflected by the composition of the population, 

as most of it came from a working class working in the mine. After the mine was closed, this 

class either left the settlement, due to the lack of income or remained in the settlement and 

found work in the surrounding area. An alternative could have been for the people to learn new 

profession, self-development, further education, but this was least common among miners. 

Today the characteristics of the settlement's population are not much different. 

(banyaszmult.hu) 

 

The vast majority of respondents in the questionnaire (45%) have secondary education, and 

there is an also significant number of people with vocational training. This suggests that the 

local society is getting more educated, and thus trying to get better in the field of employment 

and perhaps they do not think that the mine will reopen, where they could find work with less 
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education. Not only the work circumstances of the miners were regulated by social and other 

institutions established in the country, but also certain segments of their private lives. Perhaps 

these were the reasons why could work together so well and could form a strong community. 

By conducting interviews, we sought to find out whether the former cohesive community is 

still present in the village or this closed system has been opened towards the village over the 

years, and by today they have formed a similar, well-functioning community. 

 

More than half of the respondents (62%) think in part or completely that their municipality has 

a community consciousness. (Figure 1) This is probably a result of the community building 

programs of the local NGOs and the local government. In the case of a good community, this 

percentage should go well beyond the seventy percent. 

 
Figure 1: The inhabitants of Egercsehi do have community consciousness. (%)

 
Source: The author’s own editing based on a questionnaire survey carried out by the author, 2017 

 

The NGOs operating in the village contribute largely to the community-consciousness. Each 

year, they take part in the organization and implementation of many events. When visiting the 

settlement, we also tried to find out whether those respondents who think that the settlement 

has a local community consciousness think it only because of the activity of the civil 

organisations, or the population can experience the community-feeling through their own 

individual initiatives.  (Figure 2). 
 

Figure 2: Do you participate in community activities outside NGO activities? (%)

 
Source: The author’s own editing based on a questionnaire survey carried out by the author, 2017 
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Most of the respondents are aware of the operation of local organizations, but most of them are 

not members of any civil society organizations. From the respondents, nearly two-thirds of 

association members do not live any community life outside the civil organisation. For the 

younger situation the reason for that is mostly the lack of time, while for the older ones it is the 

age. Only 29% of respondents live in some form of active community life outside the events 

organized by civilians. In the majority of cases, these are trips and barbecue events with friends 

and family, but many take part in village day events, holidays or visit the beach and cinema. 

All these suggest that a small part of the locals (20%), a community program organized by the 

local government (village day), and civic activity are sufficient for the locals to consider 

themselves a community. This may be due to the fact that the working class, due to a lack of 

local job opportunities, is forced to travel, which means they do not have enough time to live a 

community life. This is why respondents feel that annual events provide sufficient opportunities 

for community living. We could also see that programmes organised for only a narrow segment 

of the inhabitants (26%) do not satisfy the needs of the community, and there is still a need for 

active human relationships, and the locals will have to take these matters into their own hands. 

However, the liveability of settlements depends not only on the activity of the members of the 

community, but also on the perspective that the settlement and its leaders can provide to the 

locals. In many cases these opportunities and future goals to be achieved are contained by 

settlement development documents. The development ideas and their implementation can 

contribute to create positive vision for locals and can ensure that they continue living in the 

settlement; therefore, it would be desirable that the locals should learn about these ideas. For 

this reason we asked locals how well they know the development ideas of their own settlement, 

and the distribution of responses is shown in Figure 3.  

 
Figure 3: The locals know the development plans of the settlement well, and they have sufficient 

knowledge about the situation and future of the settlement (%)

 
Source: The author’s own editing based on a questionnaire survey carried out by the author, 2017 

 

Unfortunately, most of the respondents (73%) know the development plans of their settlement 

only partially or not at all. This may be due to the lack of interest and the fact that the 

management of the town does not pay enough attention to informing the inhabitants about the 

plans, even though these plans could perhaps help integrating the separate parts of the 

settlement. 

 

Among the problems to be solved, the respondents most commonly mentioned the improvement 

of roads, job creation and establishing a community facility.  Another form of community 

building could be the participation in solving local problems. We have also tried to find out 

whether there is a degree of willingness to solve problems among the population, or not. (Figure 

4) 
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Figure 4: Would you take part in solving the problems of the settlement? (%)

 
Source: The author’s own editing based on a questionnaire survey carried out by the author, 2017 

 

Based on the answers, more than half of the respondents (58%) would definitely take part in 

solving the problems, and there are 12% more, who are uncertain, but could possibly be 

mobilised as well, if there are attractive causes. Basically, we could see that almost three-fourth 

of the respondents are willing to take steps for their community, which is essential for 

development activities based onthe needs of local communities. 

 

The changes in community life 
During the operation of the mine, as mentioned above, the government try to regulate not only 

the course of work, but also the way of spending leisure time. They did it all in such a way as 

to make everything, including healthcare, sporting and entertainment facilities accessible 

locally, as close to the mine as possible The Mining Trade Union was a community-forming 

organization of the mining society, which was primarily responsible for the protection of 

interests and social functions. (Interview with János Szalmás) Miners and their families, 

therefore, did not feel discriminated against anyone else. The primary beneficiaries of the 

services were mining families, but of course the villagers could also access them. The cultural 

life of the mining community was also decisive in the settlement because in the case of most of 

the events the mining company was the financier. 

 

During the operation of the mine there was an active cultural life in Egercsehi, and the miners 

formed a cohesive community. Through the interviews we found that although this community 

was cohesive, people were separated based on their official positions; for example, miners and 

engineers did not necessary had good relationships with each other. This relationship between 

different positions is still felt when discussing the matter with miners. One of the most important 

community events of the miners was the yearly mining day, which was held in the Népkert, a 

usual place for the community events. The other community sceíne was a community house 

where many famous artists of the time were invited. Of course, these invitations were funded 

by the mining company. 

 

Almost all of the events were funded by the mining company, so people did not have to pay for 

anything, events and services were free for everyone. Throughout the year the community 

feeling was strengthened by the miners 'playwright circle, the miners' choir and the mining band 

with jazz and symphonic classes. These groups regularly performed and gave a program to the 

inhabitants of the settlement, even travelled to other places to play. The town hosted a movie 

theater and offered the current films on a weekly basis. There were multiple swimming pools 

in the area as well, serving recreation purposes.  The company operating the mine bought 

several holiday homes for the miners, and these could be used by the children of these mining 
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families. The schoolchildren spend 3 weeks in the holidays houses, so typically 4-5 groups 

could have been there for the summer. The mine gave money for everything, but the parents 

did the cooking. (Interview with Józsefné Kormos) In the 1950s, thanks to the political 

situation, in Egercsehi, similarly to other parts of the country, the KISZ (Communist Youth 

Association) gathered a significant part of the youth of the settlement. Another important 

community building activity can be found in the settlement: sports. Regular sports events have 

been organized in several different sport categories. The town had its own handball team (the 

first in the country, with illuminated handball court), an NB III football team and an NB II 

bowling team during the peak of the mining operation. Teams participated in county- and 

national level competitions. (Interview with Imre Ökrös and Andrásné Tóth) 

 

In the other part of the settlement, habits and traditions started to differ from the ones found in 

the part with the mine over the years. While mining was the biggest event of the year at the 

mining site, in the other part it was the village fair.  The villagers were typically more religious 

than those in the mines who were raised by the system. During the fairs, families invited their 

relatives and hosted them, so the community of the village was much more familiar and friendly 

than the factories, while miners, who came from many parts of the country did not have a 

relative relationship - typically work, rules and the mines tied them together, while villagers 

from the other parts were connected through relative relationships and friendships The village 

was populated by friendly and friendly relations. In the village, community life was very active 

among the people in the spinning factory, where interesting and important conversations were 

going on. Other places of community life were the library and the cultural house.  

 

The settlement did not only accept the members of the working class, but also appreciated and 

supported the teachers, so their numbers suddenly increased, so much so that they could not 

provide homes for new people in the village.  Teachers came from Eger to teach in Egercsehi, 

and liked to be here, the settlement became a favourite of the teachers. The intellectuals living 

here have played a decisive role over the years in local community life and its formation. There 

was a dance group within the school, which regularly took part in competition. The 

establishment of the Village House was initiated by József Kormos (the schoolmaster) and his 

colleagues. We can consider the local club for the elderly as shapers of the community as well, 

because they were both organizers and performers during settlement events. The supported 

primarily the mining community with their activities, because they preserved mostly the values 

associated with the mine, for example, with their songs related to the activities in the mine. 

 

After the closure of the mine, the locals experienced radical changes in terms of job 

opportunities as well as cultural and community life. Young people left and it became difficult 

for the elderly to find jobs. The news of the closure of the mine also shocked the locals, as it 

was commonly known that there was enough carbon stock for a number of years; on the other 

hand there was a radical decline in the standard of living Jobs, service and cultural institutions 

operating for decades ceased to exist and closed. All these changes had a very unfavorable 

effect on community life. 

 

From the previously well-functioning organizations, only the football team and the club for the 

elderly survived - the rest, without support, ceased to operate. Despite these events, the union 

continued to represent the miners' interest, so the mining community, so the mining community 

remained intact to some extent; however, the previously at some level subsequently formed a 

unity within the settlement, but the active community life was radically demolished after the 

1990 mining closure. (Interview with András Tóth) 
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It took almost one and a half decades for the mining community to react after the shock, because 

the locals were promised throughout the years that the mine will be operational once again. In 

response to a lot of disappointment and intimidation, the community responded with the 

establishment of an own mining association. It seems that the former cohesive community has 

tried to recover from its own power with success. Its members were from miners and not just 

local residents. Typically, the members were from the older age group in the association. Since 

then, many events have been organized by the organizations in the settlement, but it has to be 

noted that they were very "self-directed". Most of the programs were organized in the interests 

of mining and the needs of older people. They tried to isolate themselves from the village 

population. The initiatives organized by them had a relatively short, public part, but the 

following programmes providing opportunities for community buildings were open only for 

miners. (Interview with Imre Ökrös) It is no wonder that people living in the two settlement 

parts have some disapproval for each other. Another reason for that might have been that while 

in the mining site there were at least a few community events, in the village, with the decreasing 

budget of the local government, these kinds of events were less frequent and more modest. 

 

Perhaps the feeling of isolation due to the decreasing population and the inertness and loneliness 

of old age can be the reason why this closed community opened towards the village and after 

many decades the village day is organised in co-operation with the municipality/village. The 

club for the elderly is also involved in the event, bringing cake and giving a show. (Interview 

with Pozsik Joachim) Both sides expressed their pleasure and their positive attitude. It is 

understandable, because the different past and traditions cannot provide an excuse to reject co-

operation within a settlement. What results could this community have achieved if they had 

been jointly seeking solutions to the negative consequences of mining closure years ago? 

 

4 Conclusion 

We could observe different cultural traditions within the neighbourhoods of Egercsehi. 

Community life in the settlement part of the village was mainly supported by the programs 

organized by the local government and by the NGOs. The mining trade union and later the 

association participated actively in the organization of community life in the settlement part 

inhabited by miners.  

 

Community initiatives have succeeded in both sport and cultural life and have built tradition 

for the people living here. All these past results and values encourage the people living in 

Egercsehi to strengthen the community. Community development is a crucial issue for the 

village. It could be well-supported if active discussion could be established on the development 

plans, because these can have an integrating effect on people who think differently about the 

past.  The interviewees basically think the same things about the present and the future. Some 

locals can also be mobilized. There are those who would be willing to make the settlement, 

community. They may just be waiting for a call. 
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